
Illona A. Jeffcoat—Sacco
Public Service Commission
State Capitol
Bismarck, NJ) 58505

H2tggLi C E'CE

Dear Illona:

Absaraka Cooperative Telephone Co.
Box 27

Absaraka, ND 58002

April 10, 1990

I am writing in response to your letter requesting a copy of our
Certificates of Public Convenience and Necessity and orders, and the
Articles of Incorporation. We are unable to find our Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necessity or the Commissions order granting the
Certificate, but I have already sent you a copy of our Articles of
Incorporation.

Sincerely,

0""1 Qa.4-k

Ann Faught
Manager

(7oj ' g -- 4'O
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ARTlI'P OI : OCI TION
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" r1rr

APSPd ?AhA CO-O", Li T piT	 ;itT COi.IPA1TY, INC.

APSAIIAKJ1. , OtS C OIJJTY, lIOICfiI DAKOTA

A !IORTff 1:)AT:OTP CO-OPElb1.T1VE

K:o1J iLF	 1'T Y It]	 fl	 That no tlio urldorsif nod ,ha.ve this

day voluntary associated oursclvc to- ether for the purpose of form.-IM,,

co-operative telephone coirrpacar, under the provisions of Chapter 10-15 of

the North Dahoti. Rvied Code 0f 1913, as amended by Chapter 104 of the

North Dakota Session Laws of 1957, and Section 49-2103 of said North Dakota

Revised Code, and we certify that,

ARTICLE i.

The name of this cO-opesati'io assbcietion shall he the Absaraka

Co-operative Telephone Company, Inc,

: ' P Jcfl	 IT

The Post Office Address of said co-operative shall, lie AbsraNa

Cass County, North Dakota, the principal office thereof shall be located

at Absaraka, Cass Count, Forth Dakota.

AFTTCLN ITT.

The period of cxi stone cl said co-oporative shall be perpetual.

ATCL[ TV 

The purposes for vihi oh it i s flonìnd is to enpare in any activity

within the purposes for which co-,-)curatives nay he oranizod, and in

partics 1 ar the business of acqui riu hy purchase, lease or othierlsLse, of

constructinfi, ma intai.Tlinfl, leasinc, as ci operatinF a tele phone excharu'o system,

and public and private teleuhone and tcie:raph lines, and in enora1 the

receiving and transc'lttinfl intolliflenco by electricity or ot1ieir se for all

purposes, and doing a telephone and telopraph business in the district,

territory and areas as hereinafter sot forth.

To ovm, operate and maintain a rural telephone line and accessories

forthe purpose of providin: telephone service in a co-operative mauler or

plan for its members between their respective residences and place of

business, and the telephone Lacilities arid cn:chane necessary for the

operation thereof0
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To enter into contracts of all kinds, without limit as to aIiOUflts,

With any person, firm, corporati on, unicipal corporation orso bd v:i.s ion

thereof, and to buy, nor Lao, soil, lone convey any and all real estate

flecesSzry for its co-operative purO:sus.

APTICLE V.

The amount of Capitol Stock of this Co-operative shall be llONl,

and there shall only he one class oP mobborsh i p to said co-ocrativc, :nd

no dividends of any kind or nature shall he paid to any member of the

co-operative, anci in the event of 1 qu idat ion thereof, any assets rena

shall he distributed equally to al l r:nlibers I:horo of.

.&dTICE VI.

The places fro and to hich the telephone lines are intended or

contemplated to he run for this co-o perative, shall he in Wheatland and

npire Townships. Cass County, North Dakota, and more in particular descr.LhCd

as follows:

One line starting and etcndinC at Absaraka, North L)akota, which is

located at the SO of Section 33, Township 141, hane 53, Cass County, North

Dakota and running in a Sooth and Routheastorly direction Ior a distance of

a mile and one half to the	 of Section 9, Township l'lO, Ranpe 53, (hhical;iani

To i ,msh ^ po thence in a westerly direction lor a distance of 3/4 of a mile

to the Northeast corner of Koction 7, Townshi p 140, kn.ne 53, (.atland

Township); one line runninZ hest and Northnesterly from said Absaraka,

for a distance of four wiles to he Northwest coner of 5ection30, Township

141, Range 53, (flnpiro Township); one line runninf North es ;crly from said

Ahoaraka in a 1ort1TUe9;erJy directi on to the Soithnestern corner of Section

8, Township 141, Jmn:e 53 (Empire Township) an estimate lenrht of seven

rules; one line runninr Northeasterly from said Absaraka a distance of

six miles to the Northeast corner of fleetion 24, Township 141, 1kune 53,

(r.pire Township), and a lateral line off said line a distance of two

m i les to the Southeast corner of Section 25, Township 141, hane 53,

(Empire Township), all located in Cass County, North ai0t	 That a

plat herein attachod shows and indicates the lines herebefore set Perth,

said p lat by reference IrLnulo a part of : thls instrument
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AfIC].J ViS I

The counties through wlich the Ines is intended to be run are

as follows:

Cass Couity, ]Torth Dakota.

AETICLE Dr-

The  estirratecl length and cost of the lines is as follows:

The est mat ed lath is V1)rt'/ i ics (no), sin	 hj e st

c'ost thcroof is :lC,oOO.oO.

LkT]CLE )

That all f the liereiiafter	 l	 onriorators of said

co-operative are rs dents of Absaroke , Cass County, North Delota.

AHTTCLE ".1

That the names and addrecs of each incorporator of the Absraka

Co-operative Telephone Co., are as follcxis:

J. R. Fret"ht
Fred Gnvjfl
Carl 1Tepp
Russell Iciso

• I orLi laws

Absaraka, North Dfjcota
_A bsartjka, North Dakota
Absarka, North Dakota
Absaraka, North Dakota
Absaraka, North Dakota

ARTICLE XII

The names and addresses of 'ive incor porators of the said corcpany

who will act as the temporary board for the said co-operative until

their sucossors are lecally elected and qualified, but who shell not hold

office lo nor than the .Cirst Teb.:r;hmp iuetin of this co-opirative shall

be as follows;

J. IZ. Faught
Fred Gavin
Carl ITepo
iuscell Idso
H • E • 1 1 orti laws

Absaraka, North Dakota
Absaraka, North Dakota
Absaraka, North Dakota
Absaraka, North Dakota
Absaraka, North Dakota.
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Iliscell Tiso

.rbsnraka, North Dakota

Lbsoral:a, Poith Dl:crLo

AbrnLraka , lb itii Da.1 ç•

lsaraka , 1Torth Dakota

b co.roj:a , North Dal:ota

Id !Iftfl .2	 hE ho v@ h	 i'nto oct cur hands and sonic this

State of North haP oth)

)
County of Cass	 )

On tILlS 4 (hy of 1Iovem1jr, A. D. 1950, h	 ore nu__	 •1

a Notary Public, in and for the County of Cass, State of North Dakota,

personally apooarcd, J. h. Fan lit,	 od Cciviri, Carl iiopp, P. E. Ilordlans

and Pusseli Idso, knovrn to me to bia the persons v:ho nnes are subscribed to

the foregoinp, instrument, ond they coverall," duly acknowlod'ed	 mc tho c they

executed the sane.

rvI(
lIotary Public, Casc,7ou:t

State of llorth Dakota0

Coirrjss ion
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The n' thin pit heroin, shovT the Mo p (Ap roxirriti;e1y ) :-,
contemplated by the P)Sra	 CC)-Op(. tivü Telephone Company, of
Ahsarka, Cass County, dorth l:ota , as the sap m will be in Fnip re
and Uhcatlartcl "oirhips , Ca::: County, Korth Dakota, and caid plat
shall b come a faL1'f of 1: Ic; A rti nlo g of Usoclation for nadd
Co j any.

E1IPfl	 TOVfITSIIIP, COS C OU T'' , fO Ffi UAW TUjTSHIP 141, TL'H. F E 53

TOTSJ{IP 140, RnPCE 53

Key

Indicates Proposed L1üi0
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BY-LA .S OP I
ABSAhAILA CO-OPE.jTIIE TELLPiiOJE CO., INC.

ADSAh.AJA • CASI CO1Jii.Ir , 1 1 01 ,11-1 DAKOTA

Article I
1Jaiio and Loctio

Section i.
The nc.iiio

Company, Inc.
Of tli s corporation, Ohl..11 us LIic Absaraka Co-operative Telephone

Section 2.
The principal office of said Corporation, shall be looat.d at Ahsaral:a,

Cass County, )Jorth Dakota, or at such ofi j ee as the Board of Directors shall
do to xm I no,

Ahticlo II
Capitol Stock

Section 1.
The amount of Capitol stock of this oorpration shall be (DOPE),

and there shall never be any capitol 4ock, pruferr;d stock or any other type or
class of stock issued by said Corporation.

Article III
Li WTI1) cro hi p

Section 1.
T1ieeiiborship of this corporation shall consist of those irambers who

have subscribed for a telephone or ask and Ousire telophone service within the
limits and areas said company is authorized to do business, 	 nicmb' to be
in good standing shall at the t me of any iiceting of this company, not be
indebted to said company in any manner whatsoever, Any member who shall be
indebted to acid company shall under no circumstances to allowed to vote at any
meeting of the Qo r. T1j5 section shall not be construed to the effoct that
a nitmber shall be denied a vote at a meeting of this company for any purpose, '.hen
he is in aroars for one month tulohorie SOLVIcO or duos.

Section 2.
Each subscriber to this company must purchase a telephone instrument and

maintain said instrument including batteries, if any. The type of instrument
purchased to he approved by the Board of Directors.

Section 3.
All m'mbors shall assist from time to the as required in the

installation, repair and rcplacuuient of all exiting telephone lines, and
new members desiring teaephione service must assist in digging the necessary
holes for telephone poles, haul poles and wire to the proper locations and
assist the company in the installation thereof, 	 ho company in all cases will
make the necessary and prop :r connections of said lines to the existing lines
of the COmpany.

Section 4.
Each member of this company at any meeting of the membership shall be

entitled to one vote only.	 This section shaLl be construed to moan that a family
receiving service froiii this company shall be entitled to one vote, the same to be
voted either by the husband or wife as the case may be. Voting shall be done by
members present, voting shall not b ullo-wed by proxy or nail.

Section 5.
fi (io) members

the membership.
T the company shall constitute a quorum at any meeting of

-1-



Section 6.
Notice of said meeting shall be ivun either personally, by mail or b' posting

a notice of any niecting of the membership at least ten (10) days propr to said
meeting in some conspicuous place in Absaraka, North Dakota, or at such place as
the Board of Directors hu11 direct. iotice shall state the place, clay and hour

said meetings shall be held,

Section 7.
The olace of membership meetings shall be at the company offices at

Absaraka, North Dakota or at such place in Absaral:a, North Dakota dsignatcd by
the Board of Directors.

Section Be
The annual meeting of the meiithership of this company h1l be the last

Momlay in January of each year, at which time the membership shall elect niombers
to the Board of Directors and traxisact any other business that might properly
come before the meeting.

Sect ion 9
Special xnoetinis of the membership may be called by the President, Board of

Directors, or members having one-fiftt of the votes entitled to be cast at such
meetings.

Alitislo IV
Directors

Section 1,
The Board of Directors of this coirLparLy shall consist of five (6), who

shall be qualified members of this company in good standing. At the first meeting
of the membership five directors shall be elected; two members for a one year
term; two members for a two year term; and one member for a three year term.
Each year thereafter, directors shall be elected to a three year term as their
terms expire. All directors shall hold ofi'Ice as long as they are members of said
company or until their successors are elected and qualified. The directors need not
be elected from any specified territorial district of said company.

Section 2.
Directors shall be elected at the annual meeting of the membershap e. year.

Section 3,
The Board of Directors &nuaediatoly after the annual meeting of the nmniibership

shall hold their meeting, for the purpose of electing a President, Vice President,
and Secretary and Treasurer, 'tho shall be members of the Board of Directors.
Said Officcrs shall hold office for a period of one year or until their success9r
is elected and qualified. Any officer can be removed by a throc fourths (3/4) 7
vote of the full Board of Directors.

Section 4.
Whenever a vacancy occurs in the Board of Directors the remaining mombero

of the Board shall appoint a member in pood standing of this corn any to the Board,
who shall fill out and canplete the members unexpired term.

Section 5,
The Board of Directors shall hold such meetings as they deem necessary,

however, prior to a meeting of the Board they shall give Notice of such meeting
either personally to the merbers or by posting a notice of such meeting in a
conspicuous place in Absaraka, North Dakota at least two days (2) prior to said meet
stating the time and place of such meeting.

Section 6.
A majority of the Directors shall constitute a quorum.

Section 7.
The Directors and Officer.- shall servo itout pay, but shall he entitled

to any expenses they might Incul. , for the benefit of the company.

-2-



(0'
The Board of Directors Ijowover, if in their discrition feel that some officer sh1d
be aic1 for his services, they shall havo the authority to set said salary.

Suction U.
'Tho diructors shall hire, and fix the salaries of any employees needed

for the satisfactory operation of the company.

Section 9,
Thu business, manaponiunt and operation of the company shall be under the

authority of the Board of Directors end Olficers of' the company as they shall
dot ermine.

Section 10.
TheT oard of Directors shall fix the rates to be charged the membership

for telephone services or othrn cervices rendered by the company, and shall file
the same as required by law with the Public Ser'v-oe Commission ci' the State of
No'th Dakota.

Section 11.
The seal of this association shall be such as determined bi the Board of

Djroctors0

Section 12,
The Board of Directors may cxorci:e all powers and rights as provided by law,

with full power to borrow money for or on account of the association and to
pledge or mortgage the assets of said association for security for money borrowed.

Article V
Officers.

SectiOn 1,
The officers of this company shall Lu elected for a teiii of one year, and

shall hold office until their successors are duly elected and qualified, all
officers shall be members of the company. The office of the Secretary and Treasurer
may be held by one person. Ythenever an office shall be vacated the same shall be
filled by the Board of Directors froi the members of the Board and snid person shall
hold office until the next election of Officers.

Section 2.
Tjju 	 shall preside at all meetings of the Directors and membership

meetings, and shall have general supervision of the oompa y. lie shall sign
all writtton contracts of the company, shall sign all bank checks and shall
perform all duties incident to his office. All contracts, bank checks, notes,
and other instruments signed by t he President shall be countersigned by the
Treasurer. In the absence or disability of the President, his duties shall b
performed by the Vice-President.

Section 3.
'The Secretary shall issue or post all notices of the meetings of the

Directors and Lembership, and shall keep the minutes of the meetings, shall have
charge of all corporate books, records and papers, shall be custodian of th
corporate seal, and shall attest with his signature and ii..pross with the coal all
written contracts of the company, and shall perform all such other duties as are
incident to his office.

Section 4.
The Treasurer shall have custody of' all money and securities of the coinany,

shall countersign all bank chocks, no,-as and other financial instruments of' said
company, lie shall keep regular books of account, shalido the necessaiy billing
of all accoun:s due the company, shall prepare and file all other records and
accounts as required by law, and shall perform all other duties incidental to
this office. The Treasurer shall also report the financial condition of the
company to the Board of Directors as they shall demand, and shall also make a complete
report of the fmnaicial condition of' the company to t he membership at the annual
meeting of the membership each year, or as required by the Board of Directors.
The Board of Dirocoters shall also detoricinu if the Treasurer shall be bonded and
shall fix the amount of the bond reqijrcd.

BE



(7 Article VI.
Apportionment tuici Distribtuion of Proceeds

Section 1.

At least once annually the directors shall determine and distribute

the net proceeds of the company as follows:
1. There shall be deducted from total proceeds;

a. All oporatin expenses and COStSe
b, Any losses ineLrrcd in prior years

c. All taxes and all other expenses

d. ReasnaLlo and naoecary reserves for depreciation,

depletion and absolesoence of physical property, any
other reserves all of y,,iiich shall be established in accordance

with usual and customary aecountin practie.

2. The remainder of the total nut proceeds shall not constitute
income of the company, but shall be distributed to the membership
or patrons of the association, which can be in the form of
cash, credits, revolvinE fund certificates or letters of advise.

3. There shall be no distinction between the persons entitled
thereto, but all thereof shall be distributed and paid to
members or patrons iii accordance with the ration, which their
patronage bears to tim total patronao.

4. Any distribution of proceeds which romaine unclaimed six years
after the date authorized for payment may be forfeited by tiie
Board of Directors, in accordance with law, and any amounts
forfeited shall revert to the UOIiLnYU

Article VII.
General Conditions.

Section 1.
The fiscal year of this coiipany shall bet-in on Jan. 1 0 and and

Dec. 31, of each year.

Section 2,
In the event the assocation is sold or dissolved, all le:al obli;ations

of the company shall be paid in full, and any remaininf., assets shall be divided
equally thereafter anion the qualified members of the company at the time of
dissolution. The association can only be dissolved in accordance with the

Laws of the State of North Dakota.

Section 3.
-	 These by-laws and articles of association, may be altered, miondod

or repeapled at any regular moetinL; of the membership or at any special meeting
of the membership called for that purpose, by a two thirds (2/3) vote of the
qualified members of the membership.

Dated this /,I— 	 of December, A. B. 1956.

STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
Doprtment of State5

Filed I	 r ord the------------------------

day

/ 5LCfJV( OF TAIL

DEPUTY
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STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA
/	 Office of Secretary of State
e 4v hereby certify that this Is aie and•	 I	 correct copy, consisting of_Ir pages,

as taken from the orgina1 on file In this
'	 t •..	 office. Originality of this certification

can be determined by the color red.

DATED LH i 7
Jim Kusler

BY: i}c	 Ch1(ffc SECRETARY OF STATE
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